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Privacy and Data Protection 
Privacy is a sensitive and contemporary subject in most parts of the world. In the United States, the right to privacy is protected in the American Convention on Human Rights (Kristie& Webster, 2015). This convention protects citizen's information from access by illegalized groups of people. However, with the current advances in information technology, data protection of individuals has become a challenge. Most of the personal information shared through the online system is prone to manipulation by criminals. In addition, the access to detailed information of citizens by the government also raises the issue of how privacy can be achieved. As a result, the topic of data protection in crime has become a contemporary issue.
 The innovation and improved internet access have enabled most organizations such as banks to develop an online system. People share their personal information including their social security numbers through an online system. In addition, platforms such as emails, Facebook, and online shopping sites also contain personal data of people who register. This has compromised the privacy of people when the protection of this data is not data (Claes, Duff & Gutwirth, 2016). The cases of hacking have become rampant in a few years. For example, hackers have been able to access this information and leaked it to different groups with different intentions. 
To begin, information about bank details has been provided to criminals with an aim to steal from citizens. This has caused the loss of millions of dollars among American citizens. As a result, this has ignited fear in most people. Some people have become reluctant to saving their money in the bank with fear of being robbed. This makes it hard to monitor money transfer as well as taxation by the government. Furthermore, most of these banks involved in the cases of fraud tend to deny the issue to protect their business (Claes, Duff &Gutwirth, 2016). This becomes a challenge as it affects the analysis of the crime which leaves the crime unsolved. 
Second, the breach of personal information from email accounts and social media has jeopardized the safety of Americans. Hackers can easily get information about someone's financial background as well as their location (Kristie& Webster, 2015). As a result, this has led in house robbery which has resulted in injury as well as the death of victims. Others have taken advantage of the information to attack someone through cyber bullying and blackmails. The attacker requests the victims to pay them money or risk having their private information released for everyone to see. This issue undermines the privacy and safety of individuals in the country. 
Third, the breach of voters' data in 2017 also raised the concern on privacy and data protection. The personal information of more than half of the population was breached. This information includes peoples ‘home address, medical records, gender, and even the ownership of guns. Although the government assured that criminal groups accessed none of this information, this raises the question of what would have happened if it did (Chen& Zhao, 2015). Additionally, the fact that such a vast corporation dealing with government data was prone to hacking creates the doubt of protection of data. The breach of such delicate data is likely to compromise not only the privacy but also the safety of citizens. Access of such information has the potential to attract terrorist attacks.
Fourth, the existing laws do not effectively manage privacy and data protection of citizens in the country (Chen & Zhao, 2015). The lack of a specific law to regulate data protection prompts conflicts that arise when trying to solve the cases of breach of information. This has encouraged most organizations responsible for leaking private information to escape without punishment. As a result, weakness in investing in data protection is witnessed by most organizations who only aim at maximizing profit. 
The rise of the above issues has called for recommendations to safeguard data of members of the society. To begin, the society needs to be keen on the type of information they provide in social media platforms. Unnecessary private information should not be displayed in the public. In addition, people should also be keen to read the instructions on online ads before accepting the requests. This will avoid potential breach of private information to these groups. 
Second, the members of the society should also monitor their financial records in their bank account. This will help to identify and illegal withdrawals that result from theft. Monitoring of financial records can also be aided by filling of taxes. People should strictly file their returns as recommended. This will make it easy to identify and expenses that were not operated by account owners. 
People should also report cases of fraud as soon as they happen to aid investigations. The society is also advised to avoid giving in to instances of cyber bullying. They should instead consult with legal actors to avoid compromising their privacy and safety. Parents should also be keen to monitor their children's operations in social media platforms to protect them from crimes associated with cyber bullying. 
Lastly, the government should also revise existing laws to ensure that the privacy and data of individuals are safeguarded. Generalized laws should be detailed to target specific crimes associated with the breach of information. The new trends in information technology also require technical experts to be involved when making such laws to ensure effectiveness (Kristie& Webster, 2015).  Revision of the laws will also enable organizations to deploy strict measures to safeguard their clients' information. 
To sum up, it can be determined that the current trends in technology have influenced new forms of crimes through hacking and breach of information. This demands adaptive measures to safeguard the privacy of citizens as well as to prevent criminal activities. Therefore, the government should encompass an array of actors when formulating laws that relate to data protection (Claes, Duff & Gutwirth, 2016). 
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